H&V NEWS By: Mike Carter


Urgent guidance 
on water regs

Needed

Sir

After reading your article “cockeyed water regulations”, I would like to point out that it is not only the manufactures and contractors that have been left in the dark over these changes. It would appear that each other the various elements of the local water authorities seem to be at odds with each other –i.e. supply, installation and connection departments, are all interpreting these regulations differently.


We have recently completed a very fast track project in Charterhouse Street EC1, where the local water authority representatives would not start their works for a new supply until the whole domestic water system, including the ball valves, basin and bar taps, were completed, chlorinated and tested to their satisfaction. This included excavating the road and pavement, connection to the existing main and final connections, and the same again for the sprinkler system.


To make matters worse, the local water authority program for the connection of a new supply (i.e. tapping from existing street main) is 21 days and connection of a new main (i.e. extension of a main supply pipe if not conveniently located where the new supply pipe is needed) is eight weeks. All this is only after their inspector has satisfied himself that the installation meets with his view of water regs., which incidentally may not be the same as any of his colleagues.


Our project was a 20-week fit-out program in which £3m worth of construction was carried out and £1.5m of services were installed, this program also included the design and procurement.


As with most fast track projects we did not have the luxury of being able to wait three weeks or more for the water to be turned on. I feel that the regulations should be widely advertised within the industry with regulation booklets outlining the authorities procedures, time scales and requirements available on request as well being posted on the Internet to assist project managers and planners to co-ordinate the requirements of the projects.


The regulations came into effect on July 1, 1999 and yet guidelines to be produced by the WRAS and understood not to be available until January 2000. There is also a rumour that the regulations will not be fully enforced until February 2001. Immediate guidance information is essential!


In our particular case, the mains water and sprinkler final connection dates were contributory to the problems, which caused the project to not open on time. Utility authorities must become aware that they have a duty to advise on procedures for timely connections. It is irrelevant whether or not they are all in the private sector and are fully accountable to their customers.
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