H&V NEWS By: Mike Carter


Services fall back

BUILDING services is falling behind other sectors of constructions because equipment is often installed with incomplete design information and services are not co-ordinated properly, according to Carter Mechanical Services.

Director Mike Carter told H&V News that a radical rethink was needed because services was considered a low priority in many construction projects. “In recent years I have witnessed a deterioration in the approach to all aspects of the building services industry despite their increasing importance,” he said.


“Serious problems are developing and the only solution at present appears to be the use of onerous contracts.”


Mr Carter felt that the main problem was the lack of co-ordination between the individual building services disciplines and the other parts of the construction chain.


“The co-ordination of services is left far too late in the overall project programme. “This means that companies find it difficult to use off-site prefabrication systems and other predetermined installation methods, which would speed up on the job and get it done on time.” Said Mr Carter.


“Also, the information given to the building services contractor is often incomplete and by the time accurate working drawings have been produced extra time is needed to complete the job.


“This has been a constant source of aggravation and often opens the way for contractual nasties such as variations acceleration and delay claims”


Mr Carter said that the answer to his problem was to ensure that more priority was given to co-ordination at the early stages of each project by employing an independent co-ordination specialist.

This would bring together all the major components of the construction project by employing an independent co-ordination specialist.

This would bring together all the major components of the construction projects and ensure that the flow of information was constant.


“There are also additional benefits for services contractors because they can finalise prices against working drawings, which enables tender prices to be more accurate and reduces the amount of variations and claims.


“The programmes can also be more accurate. 
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